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to accompany topographic sheet "A", Keawekeheka Point to Palemano Point gg(g;
and
sheet "B", Palemano Point to Alahaka Bay, Island of Hawaii, (

Survey January - February, 1528., Foline R.Eand, Chief = of .PiFiy,

.

Thiaz renort attempts to tell something of a coastal regiom of Hawali rich in
historical interest, teeming with thrilling legend: the very centrals nsme, "Kesls-
kekua', with which one deals in a2 consideration of this intriguing loeality has a
meaning that must fire the most sluggish imsginztion; for "Ke Ala a Ke Alua” is J4
"The Pathway of the Gods" , and harks back to a former day when grim-visaged
priests, proud chiefs -in gay feather closks, and humble retainers, with the sacred

mages borne aloft, gseasonally wended their colorful way from the great helau on
the beach at Hapoopoo up the steep pali trail and throughout the district which now
hears that nsme, so-good luck might come to all,

On the south side of Honaunsu Day is the "City of Refuge", Jjustly famed in sto-
ry and now the Mecca of the tourist. Tor there, in the days of the ancient chiefs,
was sanctuary; did a harassed wretch but make those walls, and wia within the sac-
red enclosure, such an one wau gafe under the protection of the high priests and his
person pesssw strictly "tabu” against even the king, To-day we may view the two

massive remaining walls, and marvel at the workmanship. High, straight, fifteen fedl
through, smooth surfaced of great flat irregular blocks, fitted adroitly - like a
huge jig=saw puszzle - one wonders wheénce they came, those weighty blocks, and how
they were vlaced. %We have a very "Riddls of the Pyramids™ on our own door step.
At the north end of the grez% north and south wall, snd separated from it by a nar-
row pasgage, 1g the main heigu, built up of the smgller stones arranged in ters
races - a most inferesting specimen of the ancient place of worship., And Jjust wist
of the obituse angle formed by the great wails is a gmaller and more simple heiau,
which was where the women were permitted to worship: for the first - mentioned heiaw
- HasHabul tomthem. And again west of this little heain, in the wall itself, will
be seen a curious niche, opening inward. Though the great wall as seen from the
gouth 2p .ears equally massive and without a break, here it is but a yard wide for
several feet: and it was at this point the refugees from the s»ruth were emabled to
squeeze through a small hole at the base, Also within the angle of the wall, but
toward the_north, is an immense gtone plaiform. precisely rectangular, and whose evepn_
and sllghtlv sloping gides are gimilar to those of the great wall i1tself. On the
gouth side of it access 1s had to the top by ~n imptressive set of stone stairs, deep-
and wide, On its high and level floor the moonlight games were held, and here it
was the priests pronounced their pardons. On itg north side and paralleling it
closeto lies a long, straight stcme, naturally squared. This is the famous atons of
Keouna, a powerful chief of oldentime, Tradition has it that the grest leader slept
upon this stone and that it measured precisely his length, but the awed excursion-
ist should not be feo credulous of this last statement, for the bloek measures thire
» teen feet., And off its southesst corher is an even more massive block, supported by -~

co waVeworn rocks set on end ¥ g miniature Stonehenge. This is the "Rock of Xaahu-

/s

marmp”, and its story is one of the mosgt Tasbinating of all Hawalian legend, Tor
Kaghumanu was the favorite wife of none other than Ksamehameha the Great, prouvd pre-
curgor of a noble dynasty and contemporary of “Washington, and who - like the Immor-
tal George = brought his beloved strife-torn country into unity, Kaghumanu, for 7
infraction of wifely duty, was forced to flee for her life from her enraged roysl’
spouse, ©She fled the court at Lailua (some miles north of Kealakekua Bay) and /
travelled swiftly over the ancient trailvahich gtill exists in great part) '
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to the settlement of Kaawaloa on the north side of Xealakekuas Bay, herfobjective"oﬁ
course being the " City of Refuge" farther south. But hearing that the king's men
were attempting to hLead her off she boldly struck out into the open sea and swam
without rest through turbulent, shark-infested waters the entire distance from Kaa~
waloa to Puuhomia Point, whence she galned enfrance to the "refuge™ from the sea
gide. This five mile swim must stand in any aze asg a noteworthy test of female en-~
durance. But arriving there it was feared that even the prestige of the Gods Them-
selves, as represented by the high préests, would not hold inviolate against the

- dread and all- poverfill Kamehameha: and so Kaghumanu was carefully concealed un-
ber this lamense slab, pried up and propped, it 1s gurmised, especislly for thig oce
easion, However, the fabu of the sacred enclosure held, the gquesn was pardoned and
returned home to “ailua under priestly protection: and though history does not say
ghe "lived happily ever afterward" she certaimly outlived her noble spouse and be-
came politiecally famous in her own right,

Directly sast of the great wall of the "refuge" is a beaubiful coconui grove
(now a tublie parki'in'which are two fiszh ponds that were built by this same Kame-
hameha, the First. fnd jutting out from the straight wall of the northernmost
pond may still be seen the semi-cirenlar pier from which we may picture his maj=
esty swinging the royal fishpole in wide, sweeping arcs. Another absorbing feat-
ure of this immediete locality is the fresh water spring in the east end of the ba@.
Just off the crescent beach at the €hinese store, Herevat low tide one may perform
the interesting experiment of diszping absolufely fresh water out of the salty sea.
And yel another is the age~old mold of g prone coco palm impressed deeply into the
smooth pahoehoe lavae near the point that juts south into Alahake Bay, a hundred
Yyards or more from the anclent trail.

This ancient trail merits more tha® a passing glance. Running south from Honaue
nau ask through the woods, 1t makes a sharp tutn at the top of rise at an angle that
brings 1t out to the logical place for a rosdway ingide the low ¢liff shore of Ala-
haks bay, thenee by skillfully chosen grade up the ¢liff of the arcuate fault close
to where the fault cuts the shore ¢liff, The wonder is how that ancient people
could run a survey straight through the bush: and the grade up the slope, with its
carefully fiited paving blocks, is a marvel of engineering, It is not out of
place here to speak of other roads and trails. There is & modern road up from Ho-
naunav. to the main road, and one nortk to Rapoopoo, from where it also runs “iEGka"
to the main belt road. Those coming to Honaunau prefer this dalter way which as
far ag Napoopoo follows the ancient ftrail: and again our wonderment is arcused af
the accuracy of the old-time surveys, for it too runs straight, save where at times
5light advantage was iaken of the contour of the terrain., ihere near its north end
it_crosses the barren lavazflow that scars the velvet-green of the slope (dateless,
though its forbidding field of blastfurnace-like slag seems as of vesterday)} a road
makes off southwest to a quaint little village behind FPalemano point. Here stands
the ruins of a Gadholic school (a similar ruins st-nds at Honaunau), and in an ad-

 Joining sténe enclosure are ruins of a tiny chapel which was only large enough to
house on the Lord's Day the sacred implements of the Church, while the congregation
gat in reverence beneath dhe majestic palms, g

© _As has been stated the road at Napoonoo goes mauka to the main belt: meandering
up¥ard by easy grade we arrive at a crossrosds, where to the right a short way is
'disclosed the dignified immensity of the old Hewaiian Church, builtein 1851; while .

the road to the left speedily degenverates into a mere trail, put which in former
days afforded ladies end gentlemen on horscoback a quick snd easy short cut to this
church from fihe heights above. Passing the crossrosds, & little further up cn the
left, are to be seen the ruins of an old mission house occupied by Ives and Forbes
in former days.

There is no landw, om lsnogpoo 2erags 4o Kapwalns (the ﬁijﬂ_g@_gg
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A study of name mesnings reveals much that is helpful. The poetic translation
of the bay name has already been cited. "Puuhonua"; the point south of Honsunau
oay, moans literally "hill earth! or "hill resting", and designated that particular
point as the place of refuge. '"Napoopoo™ means t%he 'obscured", and derives its name
from the fact that the village has always been low down, hidden among the trees,
"hile across the bay "Kaawaloa", now the name designating that particular area, lit-
erally means "the long bay". ' :

At Napoopoo, north past the lumber gheds and yards of American Factors, at the
south end of that wonderful ssnd beach, is a tablet nonoring the memory of that nat-
ive from Kau, Henry Opukahaia, who went to a religious school in the eastern States

.md whoge example - so the legend on the monument tells us - "Inspired the First Am-

Cverican Board Misgion to Hawail in 1820", While directly east of this is the great
heiau called"Hikiau", & spot second only in interest to the "city of refuge" itself.
ieré Captain Codk-was actually held an object of venmeration, being regerded for s
time (certain ungodlike acts on the part of himself and crew led directly to his
ceath) as the incarnation of their god Lono. This ig a long, high, level platform
made up of the surrovnding rough "aa" lavs roek, in the centre of which is a wall
with inner rooms, resembling the foundations of a small modern house, Here the ¥
priests debated as to the vietims to be chosen for sacrifice. find to the east of
this is the place of sacrifice proper, a terraced platform of stone in which are two
narrow and deep pits having to do with the sacrificipl ceremony. Viewing this altar
one should not draw a lurid picture of taut-held viectim, of obsidisn dagger plunged,
of dripping heart held aloft by priestly hend: for the process was quite otherwise,
The secretly chosen victim was killed by stealth, the 'coup de grace! deliveréd by a
stone at the back of the neck. The dead body was then offered to the (Gods upon this
altar, next dismembered and the main bones prepared for sacred burizl in the accus-
tomed way. '

Upon the death of royalty two victims were picked for sacrifice: and the uncer-
tainty as to whe were these elect is said to have csused most of the young men at
¢h urecarious times to_take to_the Bilias, %111 wawd was. nassed_slope that the dread
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Tocaccompany topographic sheet "B, Palemano Point to Alghaka Bay, Hawnil

February, 1928, Eoline R.Hand, C,of Party.
Name Lat. D K. Long. D, P, Dgscription
"""""" e T T T LTI T TSNS T s e s s
LiBig : Igvem 281 : 155755¢ : 824 : .V, on large cairn, 25! high,
that is on the rounded point
———————— _ ) 3/4 mi. 88BE from Falemano Pt.

l..y m— T T m T s o s T = S e oA i 2 e e e

PDaco 3 19926t : 216Y 155055' C ot 639 : W.W, on 1 mound cloge to e¢liff
: edge, the highest point be-

tween Fealakekua and Honaunsu

bays.
T TS S TS T T T T 5 - - --TT-TTT--TT-T-T-TSsSs-TmT=""
Sin ¢ 19925 & 1024  : 155%54" :1417¢  : Sign of general store, at the
gate: at head Honaunau Bay.
Tur : 197250 71?uf : 1550547 11656 & W.H. on large rock on Palemano
Pt, at W. edge cocomat grove,
——————— /""-_':’-_‘-_-"---_;,—_"—-—"'--'--""'-"'"'
Gab ¢ 19924+ 1908 : 155054 : Baa : Vest gable yellow house SW

of Alahaka IBay, about 2oc m.
gouth of where the trail mounts
the cliffs from Homsunau.
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