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pescriptive Report to Accompany Topographic Sheet H

Houston Ship Chennel, Texas

INSTRUCTIONS.

The topography on sheet H is a part of Project No. 68, the
instructions for which were dated July 24th, 1930.

LIMIT AND SCALE.

Surveyed on a scale of 1/5000, the sheet covers the shore
1ine of the Houston Ship Channel from Greens Bayou to about ome-
half mile west of Vince Bayou. The sheet joins sheet G on the
east and sheet J on the west.

CONTROL AND SURVEY METHODS.

Usual plane table survey methods were anployed. Positions
were obtained mainly from three point fixes end resections, with
a smal)l emount of graphic triangulation in the vicinity of topo-
graphic station Nic. There Were no stadia traverses on the sheei.

The control consisted of 8 triangulation statioms, 5 of
which were spaced along the shore line with the remsining 3 about
3/4 mile inshore.

A series of air photos of the Houston Ship Channel will be
forwarded under separate cover, and should prove useful in sap-
plying interior detail which ecould not be economically covered

by plene table methods. The area included on this sheet is covered

by photos Nos. 10 to 19.



-

0.5 F#, hugle
All elevations on this sheet are known to be .

none of them have been corrected. f:: explana_tion\/in Deseriptive
Report, Sheet A. (T46/3) gl g Ao B )

At a few places where there was a good agreement with the
U.S8.G.S. survey of 1915 small sections of the 20 ft. contour were
drawn on the sheet without the usual survey methods.

At no place was an extra plene table station established
inshore solely to delineate the 20 ft. contour.

GENERAIL DESCRIPTION OF TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURES.

A steep bluff bank extends down to the water's edge over the
greater part of the shore line on this sheet. Large areas on
either side of the channel are used as dumping grounds for the
nearly continuous dredging operations on the ship channel.

A few scattered trees grow along the chennel banks with an
oeceasional heavy stand of pine, oek and elm. The wooded areas
on the inside of the seversl curves of this section of the chan-
nel have been cut away to facilitate navigation, with the ex-
ception of the heavily timbered area across from Norsworthy.
Negotiations are under way to purchsse and clear away the timber
on the inside of this curve. Many eypress stumps which are to
be found outside of the high water line are shown on this sheet.

The largest of the several industrial developments on this
sheet is at the Texas Compeny at Galena. Large shipments of oil
refined at this plent are made from their loading slip on the

chamel in the viecinity of topographie signal Tim. Smaller
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quantities of oil ere shipped from the o0il refining plents of

the Crown Oil Company with docks neer the Galena-Pasadena ferry,

ani at the American 01l Company's docks at Norsworthy. The Houston

Light end Power Company operates a plant in the vicinity of topo-

graphic signal Dar. Blue prints for the areca covered by the Texas
Pasadena

Compeny, American Oil Compsnyfand the Houston Light and Fower

Company will be forwa.rded with the topographic sheet. A field

inspection of these prints was not. considered necessary due.to

the existence of recent air photographs covering the areas.

A cable end pipe line crossing and a power line crossing
the chamel are shown near the west limits of this sheet. A
tunne)l for pipe lines and cables is now being constructed under
the ship chamel at the site of the present cable crossing. The
power line between topographic signals Dar end Pow has a clear-
ance of about 209 feet.

The ferry near triangulstion station Gad is owned end op-
erated by Harris County with no charge to the public. The
present ferry slips as shown on the sheet were constructed
after the air photographs were taken.

ihere are three wrecks in the water area on this sheet.

The wrecked barge in the mouth of Hunting Bayou is hard aground.
A wooden ship, burned to the water's edge, is at the mouth of
the east entrance to what was fomerly lmown as Irish Bend.
Several tanks and boilers extending 12 ft. above ths' water line

are to be found emidships. The tug "MAE" wrecked and sunk
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about 170 meters to the south has only a small part of the engine
and stern reiling showing above mean high tide.

The U. S. Engineers' base line extends along the north shore
line of the ship chamel except for a section of about 1/2 mile
in the vicinity of Norsworthy where the base line crosses to the
south shore. The station numbers are distances measured on the
center line of the chennel from the zero at Morgan Point. Markers
are set along the shore line normal to their corresponiing points
on the center line. The markers are bronze dises set in concrete
every 500 feet, with iron pipes at intermediate 100 ft. Stetions.

There are no spar buoys in this section of the ship channel.
COMPARTSON WITH PREVIOUS SURVEYS.

The land areas adjacent to the ship channel have undergone ‘
meny changes due to extensive dredging operations on the channel.
A fair agreement exists between the 20 £+, contour and the U.S5.G.S.
survey of 1915 in areas unaffected by dredging operations. A few
of the large discrepancies in the comparison of the 20 ft. contour
not apparently accounted for by dredging are: a disagreement of
about 120 meters in the vicinity of topographic signal Fine; a
disagresment of 50 meters north of topographic signal Pig; and a
di sagreement by about 30 meters south of topographic signal Sir.
Industrial developments account for large changes east of topogra-
phic signal Flag and in the viecinity of topographie signal Der.

What was formerly Irish Bend Island, located at the east
edge of this sheet, is now comnected to the mainland on the south

by dredge spoil.
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The small buildings in the vicinity of topographic signal

Fine and shown on chart 532 do not exist.
. The mouth of 'Cottonpatch Bayou has been dredged to provide

en unloading place for sand and shell barges. |

A docking place ahowﬁ botween topographic signals Tat and
Tee was only pertially eompleted at the time of suspension of
construe tion.

An oil loeding dock near topographic signal Cor is not shown
on chart 532.

A smell dock shown on chart 532 on the south side of the ship
channel in the vieinity of topographic signal Tan does not exist.
The word Pasadena as it appears on chart 532 is 1/2 mile

from the center of the small town by that nems.
NEW NAMES.
All nemes shown on the sheet have been tsken from chart 532.
The portion of the ship chamel that is charted as Buffalo
Bayou is known locslly as Houston Ship Channel.
LANDMARES,
A list of lsndmarks for charts which contains the positions of
prominent objects and all beacons and renges will be forwarded

under separate cover.

Respectfully submitted.

Washington, D.C., - Edmund L. Jones
November 18, 1931. Aid, U.S.C.and G.S.

Approved:

A BOnd, Hoand GoE-‘,
ief of Party, U.S,C.and G.S.
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